
III. VINDICATION THROUGH PAUL’S SEPARATION (2:17-3:13) 

 Paul now shifts his attention from thanksgiving to the events and circumstances 
surrounding his separation from the Thessalonian believers. This next section provides 
four actions that show forth Paul’s genuine love and concern for the Thessalonians in his 
absence. These four actions are: (1) His desire to be with them (2:17-20); (2) The 
Sending of Timothy (3:1-5); (3) His Delight in their Spiritual Growth (3:6-10); and (4) 
His Desire for them to Have Direction (3:11-13).  

A. Desire to Go to Them (2:17-20) 

 Paul begins this section by reminding his readers of his strong love and affection for 
them in his absence. An appeal is made to his continued concern for their well 
being is evidence that Paul and the missionaries had genuine Christian love and 
concern for them.  

1. The Eagerness of Paul (v. 17). This passage emphasis the eagerness of Paul to 
be with the Thessalonians face to face. This strong desire was caused by some 
sort of physical separation that kept Paul and the ministry associates from 
being with the Thessalonians. However, this separation did not mean that Paul 
ceased to care for the Thessalonians. 

i. The Separation (v. 17a). Paul begins by appealing to the Thessalonians 
as intimate family, but we, brethren. This intimate familial relationship 
has been broken through some means of separation, having been taken 
away from you. The idea behind the separation communicates the idea 
of being an orphan, which carries the idea of family or brethren that has 
just been mentioned.1 

 The nature of the separation was intense since the separation was not the 
initiative of the Thessalonians or Paul and the missionaries. Rather, there 
was a circumstance or situation that caused the separation.2 

 The timing of the separation is temporary, for a short while.3 This 
separation was not viewed as a permanent separation, but was thought to 
be only for a short period of time.  

ii. The Separation is Physical not Spiritual (v. 17b). Despite this separation, 
but did not classify their separation as a broken relationship, in person, 
not in spirit. Literally, the phrase can be translated, “face-to-face, not in 
heart.” Therefore, the separation is only physical, but not in 
companionship. True love has no boundaries in space and time.  

                                                
1 Gk., APPMNP ἀπορφανισθέντες, this term literally means, “to make an orphan of someone“ [BDAG]. 

2 Evident in the passive voice of the participle. 

3 Gk., πρὸς καιρὸν ὥρας. This can literally be translated, “for the time of an hour.“ 



iii. The Extreme Eagerness (v. 17c). The separation created a longing for 
Paul to be united with the Thessalonians. The desire to be reunited with 
the Thessalonians is described with a lot of intensity and emotion. The 
desire is described as more eager . . . great desire. Their desire was not 
one of lust or impulse, but was a strong and godly ambition to be with 
the people of God. 

2. The Thwarted Plan (v. 18). After having expressed that the separation was not 
by their choice, the focus is now upon their desire for a reunion. Paul’s 
previous appeal to his desire for a reunion is reinforced in verse 18, for we 
wanted to come to you.4 The result of separation led to the missionaries 
intense longing for a reunion.  

 The passage indicates the reason why a reunion had not yet taken place, I, 
Paul, more than once—and yet Satan hindered us. Paul moves from the 
plural to the singular now showing his intense personal longing for the 
Thessalonians. There were several attempts to end the separation between 
pastor and people. The reason that a reunion had not yet occurred was because 
Satan hindered the reunion. 

 The continued thought of Paul is that his numerous attempts were thwarted 
because Satan played a role in previous attempts for reunion.5 Therefore, the 
translation of “and yet” should be taken as a continued thought and not an 
adverse idea.  

 The term Satan is derived from the Hebrew. It conveys the idea of adversary 
(cf. 1 Kgs 11:14). Here, as in many other places, it refers to the chief angelic 
adversary of God. Paul was no stranger to the activities of Satan having 
received a thorn in the flesh (2 Cor 12:7). Paul also identified the source or 
cause of false teaching to be Satan (2 Cor 11:14; 1 Tim 5:15) and Satan as a 
tempter (1 Cor 7:5).  

 The activity of Satan is described as “hindered.” This term was used in later 
Greek writings to describe how armies would “cut off” opponents roads to 
make them impassable. Satan wisely used his resources to cut off the path of 
the missionaries to return to the people of Thessalonica.  

 The means or method that Satan used is not listed. Perhaps Satan could have 
used circumstantial means or human influences to keep Paul away from the 
Thessalonians. Regardless, Paul’s recognition is that Satan had a hand in 
keeping him away from the Thessalonians. It may seem best to take the 
hindrances as Satan’s activity of stirring the Jews to oppose the Gospel 
proclamation among the Thessalonians. 

                                                
4 See use of the conjunction, διότι. 

5 The conjunction is not an adversative, but is continuative καὶ showing the logical flow of Paul’s argument. 



 Regardless his means or methods, Paul was able to recognize it was Satan that 
was involved. Satan’s activity was causing division within the church, an 
activity that he is commonly described doing in the New Testament. 

 One commentator explains it properly, “Someone has said, ‘When God is at 
work, Satan is surely alongside.’ What Christ was building (Matt 16:18), the 
devil was committed to destroying. It is not surprising then to see Satan so 
visible in so many New Testament churches, e.g. Jerusalem (Acts 5:1-10), 
Corinth (2 Cor 2:1-11), Ephesus (1 Tim 3:6-7), Smyrna (Rev 2:9-10), 
Pergamum (Rev 2:13), Thyatira (Rev 2:24), and Philadelphia (Rev 3:9).”6 

 It has always been an activity of Satan to hinder the people of God from 
clearly understanding God’s command (Gen 3:5). Satan, having witnessed the 
triumphant power of the Gospel in the lives of the Thessalonians was 
attempting to prevent further growth. 

 Theologically, it may be worthy to recognize that Satan’s activity is limited by 
God’s sovereign power. God is the only One who exercise absolute power and 
authority over His creation, which includes Satan. Morris says, “One thing of 
importance is clear to us, though, and that is that Satan makes his presence felt 
to Christian workers. He even prevents them from doing things they would 
dearly loved to do. Scripture makes it clear that his power is derivative, and 
always subject to God’s overruling. But within the limits allotted to him he 
does hinder God’s servants.”7 

3. The Reward of the Thessalonians (vv. 19-20). The thwarted plan of Paul to 
reunited with the Thessalonians did not mean the death of their relationship. 
Rather, Paul saw his relationship with the Thessalonians as vital to his 
spiritual life. In essence, Paul saw the Thessalonians as a crown for which 
God would be glorified through the ministry entrusted to him. The reason for 
Paul’s desire to be with the Thessalonians is expressed in this passage.8 

i. The Reward Identified (v. 19). Paul begins to show the value of their 
relationship despite separation by identifying the Thessalonians as his 
reward. The passage begins with the question, For who is our hope or 
joy or crown of exultation? Here, three words are used to describe the 
value of the Thessalonians to the missionaries. The Thessalonians are 
described to be hope . . . joy . . . crown of exultation. 

 The Thessalonians are described as their hope. God had worked to 
transform the lives of the Thessalonian believers and would continue to 
do so in the midst of all difficulty. 

                                                
6 Richard Mayhue, 1 & 2 Thessalonians, 92. 

7 Leon Morris, The First and Second Epistles to the Thessalonians, 89. 

8 Use of the conjunction, γὰρ. 



 They are also described as their joy. They are Paul’s joy in that their 
genuine faith was a source of happiness before God. The motivations 
and definitions of happiness for Paul was that which conformed to the 
will of God. Beauty and joy were founded not upon what many may 
think, but upon what pleases God. In the same way parents find joy 
when their children live according to their desired plan, so too did Paul 
find joy when God’s children obeyed the will of God.  

 The Thessalonians were their crown of exultation. Paul and the 
missionaries were used by God to bring the Gospel to the elect of 
Thessalonica. In the end they would be able to identify the 
Thessalonians as one of the good works that God had laid out 
beforehand for the missionaries to accomplish (Eph 2:10). These good 
works, which are orchestrated by God are used for His glory. 

 The term for crown is a reference not to a kingly crown, but to the 
wreath worn by athletic victors. God used the missionaries to labor, 
strive, and contend for the spiritual growth of the Thessalonians. The 
Thessalonians were evidence that Paul loved and labored for the glory of 
God. 

 These truths would be made known to the missionaries and 
Thessalonians in the eschaton, Is it not even you, in the presence of 
our Lord Jesus at His coming? The Thessalonians are identified as the 
hope, joy, and crown of the missionaries to be revealed at the coming of 
the Lord. The second coming of Jesus Christ will involve the rewarding 
of the believer for their deeds upon this earth.  

 The immanent return of Christ was a reality to Paul. In Paul’s mind he 
saw things from an eternal perspective. He is often fixated on the end 
and culmination of all things rather than being distracted with temporal 
things. Christ’s coming and judgment was what drove Paul. 

 All believers are told to look for the second coming of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Never are we told to be fixated on the coming of the anti-Christ 
or any such event. Rather, the eyes of the believer are narrowly focused 
on the day when Christ will return.  

ii. The Reward Specified (v. 20). The reward is emphatically specified in 
this verse, For you are our glory and joy. The Thessalonians are 
identified as the glory and joy of the missionaries. These terms are used 
to express that the Thessalonians were the pride and joy of Paul in the 
ministry. Despite all of the hardships and rough patches that they may 
have been experiences Paul could have singled them out as a highlight 
or high point of his ministry calling.  



 Paul’s ministry evaluation was to measure the eternal weight of fruit 
rather than material temporal pleasures of this world. The people 
became a testimony to what Paul was laboring towards—heaven.  

  

B. Delegate Sent: Timothy (3:1-5) 

 The next section shows forth Paul’s pastoral concern for the Thessalonians by 
sending Timothy to the Thessalonians in lieu of his own presence. Since Paul could 
not go himself he sent his spiritual son Timothy. 

1. The Situation (v. 1). Since Paul was hindered by Satan to be reunited with the 
Thessalonians he decided to stay back in Athens alone. Paul and the 
missionaries were in Athens (cf. Acts 17:15-16).  

 This verse shows Paul’s emotion, Therefore when we could endure it no 
longer. The situation showed the inability for the reunion between Paul and 
the Thessalonians. The closed door led to the conclusion for Paul and the 
missionaries to be in Athens, we thought it best to be left behind in Athens 
alone. Paul being, “left behind” pictures the idea of abandonment. The term is 
used to describe the departure of loved ones at death (cf. Mk 12:19). The 
situation shows the lack of ability for reunion and exposes the emotional ties 
that Paul had with the Thessalonians. 

2. The Sending (vv. 2-3). As a result of their inability to reunite Paul did the next 
best thing he could do, send a delegate on his behalf. Paul could not come 
(probably on account of some sickness brought by Satan), and we sent 
Timothy. The verse continues with the description and duty of the sending. 

i. Description of Timothy. The first description of Timothy is that he is 
our brother. While this may communicate the idea that the missionaries 
viewed each other as brethren the term has a much broader meaning. 
The term itself also includes the Thessalonians. Just as much as Paul and 
Silas saw Timothy as their brother, the Thessalonians would have also 
viewed Timothy as their brother as well.  

 The second description of Timothy is that he is God’s fellow worker in 
the Gospel of Christ. Timothy is characterized as God’s fellow worker. 
The first description shows Timothy’s relationship with fellow believers 
while this highlights Timothy’s relationship with God. Paul saw 
Timothy as a fellow employee of God. The ministry of Timothy was a 
labor approved of by God making him a fellow worker of God.  



 The labor and ministry of Timothy was not focused on building 
churches or ministry programs but on the proclamation of Christ. 
Timothy labored in the Gospel of Christ.9  

ii. Duty of Timothy (vv. 2b-3). After describing Timothy, Paul now 
explains the responsibility or duty of Timothy. This duty is expressed 
with the statement to strengthen and encourage you as to your faith.10 
The first purpose of Timothy was to strengthen and encourage the 
Thessalonians in their faith. These words describe pastoral functions of 
the delegate. Correction may not have been the initial concerns of Paul 
in sending Timothy. Rather, Paul wanted the spiritual health of the 
Thessalonians to be bolstered. Even in Paul’s absence he wanted the 
Thessalonians to grow in their faith.  

 The strengthening and encouragement provide one idea or task for 
Timothy.11 The “strengthening” implies the thought of making form or 
solid by providing support. The “encouragement” is the task to exhort 
and and cheer on in difficult times. The readers would have been 
challenged in their faith by Paul’s ministry critiques. Timothy was 
responsible for the encouragement and strengthening of the 
Thessalonians for the spiritual battles they were experiencing. 

 The second purpose for sending Timothy was for spiritual reassurance 
for the Thessalonians. Paul states so that no one would be disturbed. 
The term for disturbed is a picturesque word providing the image of a 
dog wagging its tail.12 It basically communicates the action of shaking or 
swaying back and forth. The faith of the Thessalonians could have been 
unsettled or disturbed in the face of some of their hardships. 

 The Thessalonians were told not to be disturbed by (in the midst of) 
these afflictions. These afflictions are not the instrument for the 
disturbance, but the circumstances that gave way to the disturbance. 
These afflictions were causing much hardship among the Thessalonians 
which could have led to their disturbance of teetering in the faith. 

 Timothy was sent to reassure the Thessalonians that their hardships were 
indeed part of the Christian experience. Paul says for you yourselves 
know that we have been destined for this. The shaking or hardships 
they faced in their faith was not an uncommon experience (cf. 2:14-16). 
They knew for themselves the hardships they were facing were 

                                                
9 Here the genitive should be understood as an objective genitive. The Good News is that which tells of Christ. 

10 We see another construction of εἰς τὸ + infinitive to express purpose.  

11 Evidenced since both the infinitives in the Greek are governed by one single article.  

12 D. Edmond Hiebert, 1 & 2 Thessalonians, 148. 



predetermined. The term for destiny refers to the setting aside or 
appointment of an object. All believers are set aside for some form of 
suffering (Acts 14:22). The suffering experienced by the believer is a 
validating mark of true Christianity.  

 

3. The Speech (v. 4). Timothy was sent to the Thessalonians to reassure them of 
their faith. Paul now reminds the Thessalonians of their time together, For 
indeed when we were with you. During their time together Paul had a 
specific time of instruction, we kept telling you in advance that we were 
going to suffer affliction. As part of Paul’s discipleship with the 
Thessalonians he saw it fit to instruct them about the hardships they were 
going to experience. A large part of Paul’s pastoral ministry was spiritual 
preparation of the spiritual immature for the difficulties and responsibilities of 
mature Christian living.  

 The speech or instruction communicated by Paul was practical. Although the 
Thessalonians were instructed in areas of eschatology and other doctrines, 
they were all geared for the preparation of true Christian living. As a result of 
Paul’s teaching ministry on suffering the Thessalonians knew it be true 
doctrinally and experientially, and so it came to pass, as you know. The 
school of life had shown Paul’s teaching to be true. This does not mean that 
Paul’s doctrine was not valid until experienced, but rather time had shown 
Paul’s teaching to be true. The missionaries were definitely not ill informed in 
their doctrine as some had accused. The Thessalonians would be able to 
affirm the truth that Paul had taught. 

 

4. Their Status (v. 5). The affirmation of Paul’s teaching in the life of the 
Thessalonians provides the foundation for sending Timothy. In addition to 
sending Timothy to comfort and affirm the Thessalonians another purpose is 
stated in 1 Thessalonians 3:5. Here, the other purpose is for Paul to receive a 
report from Timothy about the spiritual state of the Thessalonians believers. 

 The sending of Timothy was a heartfelt action, For this reason, when I could 
endure it no longer. This statement was already stated in 1 Thessalonians 3:1. 
This shows Paul’s pastoral heart for the Thessalonians. He was concerned for 
their spiritual well-being. 

 Paul wanted to hear how the Thessalonians were responding to hardship in 
their life, I also sent to find out about your faith. There was a real and 
present danger in the life and struggles the Thessalonians were facing that 
may have caused some of them to falter in the faith or even abandon the 
Gospel. It is out of this concern that Paul sends Timothy for fear that the 
tempter might have tempted you. Although the term is not explicitly stated 



Paul is fearful for the activity of Satan among the Thessalonians. Paul had 
been the recipient of Satan’s onslaught (v. 18) and knew of his abilities (cf. 2 
Cor 12:7-10). Paul was fearful for the spiritual well-being and response these 
believers had in the face of such hardship.  

 

C. Delight Over their Progress (3:6-10) 

 After Timothy had come back from the Thessalonians he gave a report to Paul 
regarding their process. First Thessalonians 3:6-10 is the description of Paul’s 
reaction to Timothy’s report.  

1. Timothy’s Report (3:6). Here the summarization of Timothy’s visit is given. It 
is clear that the news came to Paul through Timothy himself But now that 
Timothy has come to us from you. Paul’s information was from his spiritual 
son Timothy and not an unreliable source. This was not an unusual practice as 
Paul used Timothy as a messenger (1 Cor 16:10-11; Phil 2:19; 2 Tim 4:9, 13).  

i. Thessalonian’s Spiritual Advancement (v. 6a). First we find Timothy 
reported that the Thessalonians had spiritually grown and has brought 
us good news of your faith and love.  

 Paul categorizes the report of Timothy as “good news.”13 The lives of 
the Thessalonians was a good report to Paul’s ears. It was evidence that 
the true Gospel had indeed made its impact in the lives of his readers.  

 These are specific marks of faith and specific acts of love that Timothy 
had reported to Paul.14 These were key virtues of spiritual life that are 
specifically Christian. Paul elsewhere speaks of love and faith as vital to 
Christian living (Gal 5:6; Eph 1:15; Col 1:4-5; 1 Tim 1:14; Phlm 5; Rev 
2:19). These two virtues are marks of true belief even in the midst of 
their suffering (cf. 1 Thess 3:3). 

 These two activities of faith and love indicate the entire life change of 
the Thessalonians. Their faith was a manifestation of a change in life 
before God while love manifests of a change in relationship with man.  

 The absence of the third virtue hope (cf. 1:3) is worthy to note. Paul 
would later correct the Thessalonians for an improper understanding of 
the end times (1 Thess 4:13-5:11). Therefore, it may have been omitted 
on purpose by Paul since he would address the issue later in the epistle. 

  
                                                

13 Gk., εὐαγγελισαµένου (AMPMGS from εὐαγγελίζω). 

14 Evidenced by the presence of the definitive article before each noun, τὴν πίστιν καὶ τὴν ἀγάπην. 



ii. Thessalonian’s Spiritual Affections (v. 6b). The second aspect of 
Timothy’s report shows the spiritual affection of the Thessalonians for 
the missionaries. Timothy had stated that the Thessalonians had a deep 
desire to be with Paul.  

 The Thessalonians desire for Paul was real and consistent evidenced by 
Paul’s use of always think kindly. Paul had already stated his strong 
desire for a reunion (2:17-20) and this was an attitude reciprocated by 
his audience longing to see us just as we also long to see you. The 
propaganda that was being spread about Paul had not changed how the 
Thessalonians viewed Paul.  

iii. The Result of the Report (vv. 7-8). The news of their spiritual growth 
led Paul to be spiritually encouraged.15 The original places the phrase we 
were comforted after the conjunction.16 This is the overarching point of 
verses 7 and 8. The Thessalonians spiritual growth became an 
encouragement to the missionaries. The concern for the Thessalonians 
was so overwhelming that the positive report rejuvenated Paul in his 
troubles.  

 Paul sees all of the acts of spiritual growth (faith, love, perseverance, 
etc.) as one unit.17 He sees this collective lifestyle as a unifying agent as 
he addresses his audience once again as brethren. He sees this as an 
identifying mark of true Christian family.  

 Paul was definitely under persecution in all our distress and affliction. 
Despite having undergone physical persecution for the Gospel, Paul was 
given new life at the news of the maturity of the Thessalonian believers. 
The reason for such encouragement in the midst of their affliction was 
the faith of the Thessalonians.  

 Paul delighted in the spiritual progress of the Thessalonians. The reason 
for their spiritual rejuvenation is in 1 Thessalonians 3:8.18 Paul was 
fearful that the Thessalonians may have left the faith on account of the 
sufferings they faced. Instead, Paul felt like he was given new strength 
to face the day with the report of the Thessalonians because they were 
indeed standing firm in the Lord for now we live, if you stand firm in 
the Lord.  

                                                
15 See conjunction, διὰ τοῦτο. 

16 Gk., διὰ τοῦτο παρεκλήθηµεν. Additionally, the aorist passive indicates the genuine reaction of the missionaries 
at the report of Timothy. 

17 Evidenced by the singular demonstrative pronoun, τοῦτο. 

18 Conjunction ὅτι is causal and therefore gives the reason.  



 Paul emphasizes the role of the Thessalonians in his spiritual 
encouragement by literally stating, “if you yourselves stand firm.” The 
standing firm is specified to specifically occur in the Lord. The 
Thessalonians were a source of spiritual strength to Paul insofar that 
their commitment to the Lord was kept.  

 The spiritual life that acts as a catalyst for Christian encouragement is 
one that is firmly rooted in following the Lord Jesus Christ. All believers 
can be encouraged when witnessing the resolute life of another believer, 
especially under the extreme conditions of persecution. The believer can 
be spurned on to love God more in the sharing of testimony or in the 
reading of Christian biography because all of the Christian’s triumphs 
are acts of God’s grace.  

2. God Glorifying Progress (vv. 9-10). In these two verses Paul states his 
emotions and response to the Thessalonian believers with a rhetorical question. 
In this rhetorical question Paul expresses both his thankfulness to God for 
their progress and his prayer for continued faith.  

i. Pleasure in their Progress (v. 9). First Paul mentions the God glorifying 
progress. The result of Timothy’s report led Paul to render thanksgiving 
to God, For what thanks can we render to God for you. Paul tries to 
express his thanksgiving in words knowing that they will fall short. The 
object of the missionaries thanksgiving is to God. True believers 
recognize the triumphs of grace in the lives of other Christians. No 
person claims credit for holiness. Whenever a person recognizes 
holiness in the life of a believer thanksgiving is rendered to God as the 
one solely responsible for all the good in one’s life. 

 The missionaries had received the gift of joy for which no amount could 
be repaid, in return for all the joy. The accounting language19 shows an 
indebtedness by the missionaries for the Thessalonians. There was no 
appropriate amount or exchange rate that could pay back the 
Thessalonians for the rejuvenation Paul and the missionaries received. 
Just as thanksgiving is rendered Godward, joy is the result for Christian 
onlookers. Testimony of God’s grace and triumphs serve the purposes of 
encouraging others believers in the faith.  

 The joy experienced by the missionaries is expressed in purity, with 
which we rejoice before our God on your account. The missionaries 
specifically rejoice in other believers with a great level of purity as they 
rejoice before God. Paul had already stressed that his life was measured 
and judged by God (cf. 2:1-4). Here, the same idea is brought back as 
proof for their genuine love and delight in the Thessalonians.   

                                                
19 Gk., ἀνταποδοῦναι (AAInf).  



ii. Prayer for Progress (v. 10). As part of Paul’s delight in their faith he 
knew that they still had much that they could learn. This verse provides 
Paul’s heart and prayer for the Thessalonians.20 

 First, Paul wanted to see the Thessalonians and was in earnest prayer for 
their reunion, keep praying . . . that we may see you face to face. The 
main idea is the continued petition of the missionaries to be united.21  
This term for prayer is not the normal used, but communicates the idea 
of “begging” or “beseeching.” In other words, the missionaries had a big 
personal interest in their prayers and it showed in how Paul describes 
their prayers. 

 The prayer of the missionaries was constant and occurred as we night 
and day keep praying. This does not mean that this was the only item 
on their prayer agenda. Rather, it indicates the the missionaries took 
every opportunity, whether by day or by night, to pray for their reunion. 
We also find that the prayer is performed with must passion, most 
earnestly.22 This term is only used in this verse, 1 Thessalonians 5:13, 
and Ephesians 3:20. It communicates the idea of “superabundantly.” 
This means that the missionaries were not praying halfheartedly. There 
was fervor and zeal and passion in their prayer for their request to be 
answered by God.  

 Secondly, we find that the prayer was for the purpose of the spiritual 
growth of the Thessalonians. Paul wanted them to know that despite 
their perseverance and maturation there was still room for growth, and 
may complete what is lacking in your faith. Paul’s desire for reunion 
was not to merely have fellowship with one another, but had a specific 
aim of building them in Christian maturity.  

 As Christians the process of progressive sanctification is like a puzzle 
with missing pieces. No Christian will ever be able to assemble all the 
pieces necessary to show forth Christ in their life, but it is possible to 
continue to strive for the goal. Paul saw that the Thessalonians were 
lacking and wanted to add some missing pieces. 

                                                
20 The two requests of reunion was for the purpose of spiritual growth. The two requests cannot be isolated 

because they are governed by one single article.  

21 Gk., δεόµενοι (PMPMNP). 

22 Gk., ὑπερεκπερισσοῦ, Adverb: “beyond all measure” or “abundantely.” 



 This does not mean that the Thessalonians were doing anything wrong, 
but merely could improve on their Christian lives. Paul saw them as 
lacking23 and wanted to lead them to greater Christian maturity. 

 This speaks volumes regarding Paul’s doctrine and application of prayer. 
We know that the Bible teaches God as the primary mover of all things. 
Here, Paul recognizes that God sees and knows the heart and also 
produces religious affections from within the heart. Therefore, Paul hope 
of their spiritual maturity first and foremost occurs through the exercise 
of Christian prayer. Since it is God who controls all things Paul applies 
the doctrine of the omni’s (omniscience, omnipotent, etc.) by praying to 
the One who can make all things possible.  

 This also says a lot about the doctrine of sanctification. Paul recognizes 
that it is God who works and wills to make people more like Christ (Phil 
2:12-13). But also realizes the role and obligation he has as a Christian 
brother to encourage them in their Christian faith. Paul speaks of the role 
of Christian edification and structure in many of his letters. He 
recognizes that God gave leaders for the purpose of spiritual maturity 
(Eph 4:11-16; Col 1:27-28); church members to one another to bear one 
another’s burdens (Gal 6:1-3); and family roles for the purpose of 
maturation (Eph 5:22-6:4).  

 All Christians have contributory roles to play as God exercises His 
sovereign rule to bring us to maturity. While it is true that God and God 
alone changes the heart of man, we must also recognize that God uses 
human agents (especially His church) to accomplish His goals here on 
earth until His return. Do not ignore the importance of Christian 
fellowship and its purpose of Christian maturity. 

 The observation has been made that in 1 Thessalonians 3:6-10 Paul uses the 
pronoun “you” or “your” is used roughly 10 times (NASB). The continued 
appeal to the faith of the Thessalonians and their lives shows Paul’s immense 
personal connection. He was interested in their lives and the work of God.  

 

D. Seeking Direction for Them (3:11-13) 

1. The Director (v. 11). Here, Paul now asks God to direct their path to the 
Thessalonians. There is emphasis on the person of God by use of the 
pronoun.24 Therefore, the subject of verse 13 is our God and Father Himself 

                                                
23 Gk., τὰ ὑστερήµατα. The plural indicates several items that are lacking in their faith not just one particular 

aspect of Christian living.  

24 Gk., Αὐτὸς. 



and our Lord Jesus. The interpersonal relationship between Paul and the 
Godhead is evident here as he affectionately says “our God and Father and 
our Lord Jesus.” Twice he uses “our” as a reminder that the believer is united 
with God. This request for the missionaries to be reunited is not directed 
toward a non-personal human authority, but towards their person God. 

 Just as believers can call God the Father, it is only because of Jesus. Jesus is 
described as Lord showing forth His deity. The prayer ascribes sovereignty 
and deity to Jesus. 

 The prayer or request that has been made is for the Godhead to direct our 
way to you.25 There is again the recognition that God controls the affairs of 
the world and orders events for His purpose. Therefore, the missionaries 
appeal to God to exercise His sovereign power to make a reunion possible. 
There may have been attempts for Paul to reunite in the past, only to have 
been thwarted by Satan (cf. 2:18), but here the request is that God might open 
the door for reunion.  

2. The Direction (vv. 12-13). After having requested for a reunion the prayer 
now focuses on the spiritual direction of the Thessalonians. While Paul asks 
for the physical direction and clearance of entrance to return to the 
Thessalonians the real concern is for their spiritual growth. 

 The Thessalonians must keep their eyes fixed upon growing in grace with or 
without the presence of the missionaries. While the missionaries were praying 
that God would reunite them, the Thessalonians needed to fix their eyes on 
other aspects of life.26 

i. Love for People (v. 12). The direction for the Thessalonians must be 
manifested toward one another. The prayer itself recognizes again that it 
is God who works in the life of an individual and may the Lord cause 
you. It is Jesus that causes spiritual growth in the individual, otherwise 
He would not be called Lord.  

 The Thessalonians were to be guided by God to increase and abound 
in love. The true mark of Christianity is a believer’s love. Jesus stated in 
John 13:35, “By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you 
have love for one another.” The prayer for the Thessalonians was to 
show the true marks of Christianity by abounding in their love. The 
readers are to overflow in their ability to love.  

 The object or recipient of their love is two-fold. First, the believers are 
told to have love for one another. Christianity has always shown form 

                                                
25 The optative is used here to show forth Paul’s wish or desire in his prayer (κατευθύναι).  

26 This contrast is seen with the adversative conjunction “but you” (ὑµᾶς δὲ). 



love towards those within its own community. The early church gave up 
their possessions for the sake of others within the church (Acts 2:43-45). 
The New Testament is filled with “one another” commands that instruct 
how we ought to treat one another. Christian love, ultimately manifested 
and demonstrated by Christ’s sacrificial act on the cross to redeem the 
vile sinner is the template. While the cross is first and foremost effective 
to save, it saves as a model for those who have been saved to be able to 
express that love because it has been experienced.  

 The second object of the Christian’s love is for all people. The believers 
love is directed towards those within the church and then overflows to 
those who are not believers. This begins with giving the Gospel to those 
who are not believers. The most loving action a believer can perform 
toward a nonbeliever is to preach the Gospel to them. In the Gospel light 
is given to those who are in darkness. While some may not respond with 
an embracing of Christ and His work, it is still most loving to give the 
Gospel. This should be coupled with a vibrant and real living Christian 
testimony in their presence. The power of the Gospel has freed sinners 
from the bondage of sin and makes them slaves of righteousness (Rom 
6:18). Therefore, the Christian must also live a God honoring life in the 
midst of a crooked and perverse generation (Titus 2:11-14).  

 This kind of living was modeled by the missionaries just as we also do 
for you. The Thessalonians had a tangible example of how this was to 
be manifested in their life because the missionaries modeled this life in 
them. Paul had mentioned this type of lifestyle in other places in 
Scripture as he calls people to follow him because he follows Christ (1 
Cor 11:1). 

ii. Love for God (v. 13). Secondly, Paul wanted the Thessalonians to 
realize that their love for people had a purpose or aim. This purpose or 
aim is described in 1 Thessalonians 3:13.  

 The purpose of their love for others was so that He may establish your 
hearts without blame in holiness. The reason why Paul wanted the 
Thessalonians to express horizontal Christian love towards one another 
and all people was because it impacts their vertical relationship with 
God.  

 Genuine love towards God is manifested in the entire life of an 
individual fleeing from sin.27 The believer’s life is to be marked by the 
quality of holiness before God. If a person is loving another the 
individual increases in holiness before God.  

                                                
27 The term “heart” is a reference to the entire existence of an individual as established earlier in the study. 



 This love is not to be measured by human subjectivity because it is 
before our God and Father. The world will attempt to redefine love 
and its application, but God has a specific definition regarding how love 
is to be applied. As stated earlier it is experienced by the believer at the 
point of conversion. It is demonstrated by the cross and is the template 
by which all love is to be patterned. Christian love is volitional 
selflessness and sacrificial for the benefit of the individual. 

 There is an eschatological hope tied to persevering in love at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus with all His saints. Paul reminds the readers 
of the immanent return of Christ (the rapture). Christ could return at any 
moment to redeem the church from the wrath of God to be poured out on 
the earth during the tribulation period. This immanent return of Christ is 
used as a motivation for the readers to live and apply that which they 
know is their Christian duty. Believers ought to live with the anticipation 
of Christ’s return and spiritually prepare themselves by living a holy life.  

 The reference to holy ones is a reference to deceased saints. As will be 
taught later in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 the dead in Christ will rise first 
at the coming of the Lord. Therefore, Christ returns in the heavens to 
meet the saints who are first resurrected, then those who are living 
during the time of His return.  

 The event of Christ’s return is the hope of the believer and provides for 
us the sense of urgency to live in obedience to Him. It is not a forceful 
obedience and pursuit of holiness, but a glad one that anticipates the 
coming of the Lord. Consider the following passages: 

 1 John 3:3, “And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies 
himself, just as He is pure.” 

 Titus 2:11-14, “For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to 
all men, instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to 
live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age, looking for the 
blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, 
Christ Jesus, who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless 
deed, and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous 
for good deeds.” 

 1 Peter 1:13, “Therefore, prepare your minds for action, keep sober in 
spirit, fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ.” 

 


